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Mr. President,

Distinguished Panellists, 

We welcome today’s discussion on the 10-year anniversary on the Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  Greece has supported from the very first moment the
Declaration adopted by the United Nations in 2007. We consider this declaration a
landmark in the protection, respect and upholding of the inherent, economic, social,
cultural, civil, political and spiritual rights of Indigenous Peoples.

We strongly believe that Indigenous Peoples should be entirely free from all forms of
discrimination  and  oppression.  They should  be  constructively encouraged to  fully
exercise their rights, enshrined in treaties and agreements, building a solid basis for a
healthy partnership between themselves and the States they live in.

It is undeniable fact that the indigenous peoples have offered significant contribution
to the conservation of biodiversity and richness of the world cultures, through their
traditions and knowledge. Consequently, the promotion and protection of Indigenous
Peoples rights for their own social, economic and cultural development must figure as
a priority for the international community. 

Greece  believes  that,  although  important  progress  has  been  achieved  on  the
enhancement of the rights of Indigenous Peoples and a number of steps have been
taken for a two way collaboration and partnership, Indigenous Peoples continue to
face multiple challenges. In many parts of the world, their situation continues to be
critical: they frequently face discrimination and unequal treatment and continue to be
among the poorest, the most illiterate and the most destitute.

Thus we deem necessary that the international community steps up its engagement
and  efforts  with  indigenous  peoples  and  Member  States  in  the  context  of  the
Indigenous  mechanisms,  the  Human  Rights  Council,  and  also  in  relation  to  the
commitments made in the recent GA resolution on “Enhancing the participation of
indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of relevant United
Nations  bodies  on  issues  affecting  them”.  Stepping  up  these  efforts  is  of  utmost
importance in order to consolidate the already existing achievements and at the same
time promote momentous changes for the dignity and the wellbeing of all Indigenous
Peoples.                               

I thank you Mr. President 


